
Land o f  th e  Pi l gr ims '  Pr id e
Learning so much about the thirteen colonies only made Ellis
eager to learn more!

Here he shares some of his most interesting discoveries. He
was surprised that the first settlers arrived hundreds of years
ago! He also found out how much each new colony learned
from the ones that came before it. In case you want to embark
on your own colonial adventures, Ellis includes lists of
historical places to visit in each of the original colonial states.

Virg in i a
In December of 1606, three ships – the Susan Constant, the
Godspeed, and the Discovery  travelled the Atlantic Ocean
from England to find a new home in Virginia. Arriving in the
new world with 104 men and boys, these new settlers called
their town Jamestown, after King James I of Eng land. Under
the guidance of Captain John Smith, the early settlers worked
hard and made their town a thriving one. Native Americans
such as Pocahon tas helped by bringing necessary supplies and
ma terials vital to survive. By 1608 the colony's popula tion had
grown to 500 people. However, the winter of 1609, aptly called
the "Starving Time," was so fierce that only 60 settlers
survived.

Explore the History of Colonial Virginia at:  
Colonial National Historical Park * A place where 17th
century Jamestown comes alive. * For more information,
please visit https://www.nps.gov/colo/index.htm.

Colonial Williamsburg * This is where Ellis starts his
adventure. * For more information, please visit
https://www.history.org. 

Jamestown National Historical Site * This is where it all
began. * For more information, please visit
http://www.nps.gov/jame/index.htm. 

Massachus e t t s  1 620
At odds with the Church of England, Pilgrims set sail across
the Atlantic Ocean on the Mayflower to start a new life in
North America. They originally planned to land in Virginia, but
a navigation error led them to current-day Cape Cod. There at
Plymouth, they wrote the Mayflower Compact as a set of rules
to which they would all adhere. Thanks to the help of Squanto,
a native who facilitated communication between the Pilgrims
and Massasoit, leader of the local tribe, the Pilgrims were able
to survive the brutal winter. The first Thanksgiving was a
celebration of the Pilgrims joining with the Native Americans
and thanking God for their good fortune.

Explore the History of Colonial Massachusetts at:  
Pilgrim Memorial State Park * Walk where the first Pilgrims
walked when they arrived in the New World. * For more
information, please visit https://www.mass.gov/locations/
pilgrim-memorial-state-park

Society of Mayflower Descendants * Find out if you are a
descendant of the Pilgrims who first landed on Plymouth Rock.
* For more information, please visit
https://themayflowersociety.org

New Hampsh i r e
In 1623, John Mason, David Thomas, and Edward and Thomas
Hilton each received a land grant from King James to settle in
New Hampshire. Captain John Smith first called New
Hampshire "North Virginia," but King Charles renamed it
"New England." It would eventually grow to be a part of
Massachusetts. In 1677 it became a separate colony.

Explore the History of Colonial New Hampshire at:  
Old Man of the Mountain Historic Site * Although this famous
landmark collapsed in 2003, it still offers breathtaking views of
the New Hamp shire landscape. * For more information, visit
https://www.cannonmt.com/things-to-do/activities/old-man-of-
the-mountain
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Maryland
Fleeing persecution in England, Lord Baltimore (or Sir George
Calvert) negotiated with King Charles I to get land located on
the Chesapeake Bay. He envi sioned Maryland as a haven for
Catholics to worship freely. Unfortunately, he died during
negotiations, and the second Lord of Baltimore, his son
Cecilius, would benefit and help settle the colony in Mary land.
Arriving in 1634, they lived in peace with Protestants and got
help from local Native Ameri cans. The colony thrived on the
Chesapeake Bay.  

Explore the History of Colonial Maryland at:  
St. Clement's Museum * Learn more about Mary land's
religious tolerance and separation of church and state. * For
more information, visit https://www.stmarysmd.com/recreate/
stclementsisland/

Maryland Historical Society * A starting point for exploring
Maryland's colonial history. * For more information, please
visit https://www.mdhistory.org

Rhode  Is l and 1 636
Roger Williams arrived in Massachusetts in 1631. Williams
soon began to question the legitimacy of the Massachusetts
government, specifically some of their religious tenets, and he
was banished in 1636. After a long ordeal, Williams bought
land from the Narragansett Indians and founded Providence,
Rhode Island as a place where all religions would be welcome
to practice openly. 
 
Explore the History of Colonial Rhode Island at:  
Roger Williams National Memorial * Gain a wealth of
knowledge on the state's founder. * For more information, visit
http://www.nps.gov/rowi/index.htm. 

Connec t i cu t
Under the leadership of Thomas Hooker, early set tlers from
Massachusetts headed to the Connecticut River Valley to farm
in more fertile land. Legend has it that their journey took longer
than expected, requiring the settlers to subsist on milk from the
160 cows they brought with them. In 1639, repre sentatives
from towns in Connecticut drafted the Fundamental Orders,
which helped establish a con necting government within their
small municipali ties. King Charles II in 1662 granted
Connecticut colonial status.

Explore the History of Colonial Connecticut at:  
Henry Whitfield Museum * Tour three floors of priceless 17th-
19th-century artifacts. * For more information, visit
https://www.ctvisit.com/listings/henry-whitfield-state-museum.

Old State House * This is where the signing of the first
constitution in the nation took place. * For more information,
visit https://portal.ct.gov/About/State-Symbols/The-Old-State-
House

Delaware  1 638
Ownership of what we call Delaware today changed several
times in colonial America. Peter Minuit first settled Delaware
in 1624 for the Dutch. Then it was known as New Sweden
because the Swedish settled down. Trouble still arose when it
came to English hands as Lord Baltimore, the Duke of York,
and William Penn all sought to move in. Eventually, the
dispute was resolved by surveyors Charles Mason and Jeremiah
Dixon, who drew the border that stands today. The colony was
eventually renamed after the governor of Jamestown, Lord De
La Warr.  
 
Explore the History of Colonial Delaware at:  
New Castle Court House Museum * Visit the New Castle Court
House Museum to learn all about how three counties-New
Castle, Kent, and Sussex declared their independence from the
United King dom. * For more information, visit
http://www.history.delaware.gov/museum, and
https://history.delaware.gov/new-castle-court-house-museum/
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North Caro l i na  1 653
North Carolina was almost the first colony when 100 people
from England settled on Roanoke Island in 1587. However,
within three years those people who had not already returned to
England simply disappeared. It was here that the first
American, Virginia Dare, was born on American soil in 1587.
This long lost settlement is known today as the Lost Colony.
Later, in 1663, King Charles II granted land to eight men in
England-the territory between Virginia and Florida. The new
colony was largely settled by outcasts and dissenters from
aristocratic Virginia, and by people looking to enjoy broader
religious freedoms and the independence of settling small
family farms.  
 
Explore the History of Colonial North Carolina at:  
North Carolina Colonial Trail * Follow the trail to lighthouses,
pirates' haunts, and other historical sites.

Roanoke Island Festival Park * It's a place "where history
comes alive." * For more information, visit
https://www.roanokeisland.com

The Charleston Museum * America's first museum, featuring 
the history of South Carolina. * For more information, visit 
https://www.charlestonmuseum.org 
 
Visit South Carolina * Find out more about colo nial South 
Carolina's historical sites. * For more in formation, visit 
https://discoversouthcarolina.com

South Caro l i na  1 6 63
Considered a part of the "Carolina colony" with North Carolina
until 1729, South Carolina's capital city of Charleston
eventually became one of the most prosperous ports in the New
World. Its found ers (eight nobles with a Royal Charter from
King Charles) originally hoped to find wealth by growing three
expensive products: wine, silk, and olive oil. When the soil and
climate proved unsuitable, they found riches in rice, indigo, and
tobacco. South Caro lina's plantation economy was largely
dependent on slave labor, and by 1750 it is estimated that two
out of every three people living there were slaves.  
 
Explore the History of Colonial South Carolina at:  
Boone Hall Plantation * Go back in time to see what everyday
life was like on a plantation. * For more information, visit
https://www.boonehallplantation.com.

New Jers ey 1664
King Charles II gave his brother James, Duke of York, the
charter for New York. He then mistakenly gave the land known
today as New Jersey to Lord John Berkeley and Sir George
Carteret. Carteret would name this area New Jersey after the
isle of Jersey in the English Channel, where he was born in
1664. 
  
Explore the History of Colonial New Jersey at:  
Morristown National Historical Park * Visit America's first
national historical park. * For more information, visit
https://www.nps.gov/morr/index.htm
 
William Trent House * Get a sense of colonial family life. * For
more information, visit https://www.williamtrenthouse.
org.

Visit New Jersey * Explore colonial New Jersey history. * For
more information, visit https://visitnj.org.

New York 1664
New York was founded by Dutch settlers, led by Peter Minuit,
who temporarily settled there while they were trading fur in the
early 17th century. The settlers called this area New
Amsterdam. They lost the land to the British in 1664. King
Charles II later gave it to his brother James, the Duke of York.
Of course, one of the most enduring stories associated with this
colony was the purchase of Manhattan from Native Americans
for 60 Dutch gilders.  
 
Explore the History of Colonial New York at:  
Old Fort Niagara * Starting off as a French fort in 1721, Old
Fort Niagara provides a glimpse of the difficulties of defending
the Great Lakes region of North America. * For more
information, visit https://www.oldfortniagara.org
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Peter Minuit Plaza * At 12:00 every night, the entire plaza is 
lit with multi-colored lights as a tribute to Peter Minuit, 
whose name means "midnight." * For more information, visit 
https://www.thebattery.org/destinations/staten-island-ferry/
 
Wyckoff Farmhouse Museum * Go back to the early days of 
Dutch settlers in what is today Brook lyn, New York. * For 
more information, visit https://www.wyckoffassociation.org. 

Pennsy lvan i a  1 682
William Penn was a Quaker who was granted land in 1681 by
King Charles IL. He would be the sole landowner of
Pennsylvania, which translates to "Penn's Wood." Penn would
go around Europe to promote Pennsylvania, trying to get
people to move there. He was successful, as Pennsylvania
would come to welcome people from England, Ireland, and
Germany. A little-known fact about Penn is that he lost his
fortune settling the colony and spent a year in debtors' prison in
England.  
 
Explore the History of Colonial Pennsylvania at:  
Benjamin Franklin National Memorial * Dedicated to the
memory of our first great inventor. * For more information,
visit http://www.nps.gov/inde/benjamin-franklin-national-
memorial.htm. 
 
Pennsbury Manor * William Penn's home, a living history
museum. * For more information, visit
http://www.pennsburymanor.org 
 
Colonial Life Museum * For more information, visit
https://www.yorkhistorycenter.org

Independence National Historical Park * For more
information, visit https://www.phlvisitorcenter.com.

Georg i a  1732
Georgia was founded because of the fear that the Spanish
would make their way up from Florida and start to create
territories in South Carolina. In 1732, King Charles II granted a
charter for a new colony to British General James Oglethorpe,
who hoped he could attract debtors looking for a new start.
Find ing it difficult to attract settlers to this new colony,
Oglethorpe could not make it flourish, and gave the legitimacy
back to the King of England. In 1736, John and Charles Wesley
came to Georgia from Eng land on a religious mission. 
 
Explore the History of Colonial Georgia at:  
Fort Frederica National Monument * See where Georgia's fate
was decided in battles between the Spanish and English. * For
more information, visit https://www.nps.gov/fofr/index
.htm

The Wesley Memorial * The story of John and Charles Wesley
is a story of great courage, and  they are honored in a beautiful
garden. * For more information, visit https://
www.exploresouthernhistory.com/wesleymemorial.html

http://www.wyckoffassociation.org/

